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ANDERSON, JONAS (Assistant Professor, American University Washington College of 

Law) 

 

Jonas Anderson has been an Assistant Professor at American University Washington College of 

Law since 2011. Professor Anderson teaches and writes about patent law, trade secret law, and 

real property. His latest articles, “Patent Dialogue,” 92 N.C. L. Rev. __ (forthcoming 2014) and 

“Congress as a Catalyst in Patent Reform,” 63 Am. U. L. Rev. __ (forthcoming 2014), explore 

the institutional dynamics of the patent system, focusing on the role that the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the Federal Circuit plays in facilitating dialogue between Congress and the Supreme 

Court regarding patent policy. He has published empirical scholarship regarding the Federal 

Circuit’s practice of claim construction in “Informal Deference: An Historical, Empirical, and 

Normative Analysis of Patent Claim Construction,” 108 Nw. U. L. Rev. __ (forthcoming 2013) 

(co-authored with Peter S. Menell). His article, “Secret Inventions,” 26 Berkeley Tech. L.J. 917 

(2011), was selected as one of the year’s best law review articles related to intellectual property 

and republished in Intellectual Property Law Review (West 2012). Before joining the faculty at 

American University, Professor Anderson was a research fellow with the Berkeley Center for 

Law & Technology at U.C. Berkeley Law School. Prior to that, he clerked for Judge Alan D. 

Lourie of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit and worked in the patent litigation 

and intellectual property licensing groups at Latham & Watkins in Silicon Valley, California. He 

is a graduate of Harvard Law School (JD) and the University of Utah (BS, Physics). 

 

 

BURT, SCOTT (Senior Vice President & Chief Intellectual Property Officer, Conversant 

Intellectual Property Management) 

 

Scott Burt leads Conversant’s litigation activities, patent prosecution department and public 

policy initiatives. He actively participates in patent licensing negotiations and patent 

acquisitions. Mr. Burt joined the company in 2012 and was named to his current role in 2013. 

Mr. Burt is a 21-year veteran of Jones Day, a world-leading IP firm. There, he led a diverse 

practice focused on complex litigation, IP counseling and IP transactions. In 1992, he drafted the 

complaint for what is believed to be the first patent infringement case filed in the now-renowned 

United States District Court for the Eastern District of Texas. He was an instrumental member of 

teams that achieved two settlements valued at over $1 billion each. Mr. Burt holds a Juris 

Doctor, Order of St. Ives, from the University of Denver, and a BA in Mathematics with 

Computer Science from the University of Colorado. He is a member of the Illinois, Texas and 

Colorado bars. 

 

 

CHENEY, CLARK (Attorney Advisor, U.S. International Trade Commission) 

 

Clark Cheney currently serves as an Attorney Advisor at the U.S. International Trade 

Commission, where he argues on behalf of the Commission at the Federal Circuit and advises the 

Commission on intellectual property matters.  Mr. Cheney has advised the Commission in 

several investigations involving patents that have been declared essential to practice 

telecommunications standards, including Certain Electronic Devices, Including Wireless 
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Communication Devices, Portable Music and Data Processing Devices, and Tablet Computers, 

Inv. No. 337-TA-794.  Prior to his federal service, Mr. Cheney represented clients in district 

court and appellate patent litigation, patent license negotiations, and patent prosecution.  He 

began his career as a patent examiner and as a law clerk for the Honorable William C. Bryson at 

the Federal Circuit. 

 

 

CONTRERAS, JORGE (Associate Professor, American University Washington College of 

Law) 

 

Jorge Contreras teaches in the areas of intellectual property transactions, law and science, and 

property law. His research focuses primarily on the effects of intellectual property structures on 

the dissemination and production of technological innovation, with a focus on basic scientific 

research and technical standards development. He has studied these effects in industries ranging 

from genomics and bioinformatics to sustainable building materials, telecommunications and 

computer networking. Professor Contreras is Co-Chair of the National Conference of Lawyers 

and Scientists (NCLS) and Co-Chair of the American Bar Association Section of Science & 

Technology Law’s Committee on Technical Standardization. He serves as a member of the 

Advisory Council of NIH’s National Center for Advancing Translational Science (NCATS) and 

the National Academy of Science’s Committee on Intellectual Property Management in 

Standard-Setting Processes. He previously served as a member of the Council of the National 

Human Genome Research Institute at NIH (NHGRI). Professor Contreras is the editor of the 

Technical Standards Patent Policy Manual (ABA Publishing: Chicago, 2007) and has written 

numerous articles, book chapters and blog postings relating to intellectual property and standards 

development. Prior to joining the faculty of American University, Professor Contreras was a 

Senior Lecturer and Acting Director of the Intellectual Property Program at Washington 

University in St. Louis and a partner at the international law firm of Wilmer Cutler Pickering 

Hale and Dorr LLP. He is a graduate of Harvard Law School (JD) and Rice University (BA, 

BSEE).  He clerked for Chief Justice Thomas R. Philips of the Texas Supreme Court. 

 

 

GAVIL, ANDY (Director, Office of Policy Planning, Federal Trade Commission and 

Professor, Howard University Law School) 

 

Professor Andy Gavil is a member of the faculty of the Howard University School of Law, 

where he has taught courses on antitrust law, civil procedure, complex litigation, federal courts, 

civil rights litigation, federal regulation, and consumer law since 1989. In 2004 he received the 

school’s Warren Rosmarin Award for Excellence in Teaching and Service and in 2006 a Special 

Appreciation Award for his work as Faculty Adviser to the Howard Law Journal. He has also 

been recognized on a number of occasions by the Antitrust Section of the American Bar 

Association for his contributions to the work of the Section and currently serves as a member of 

the Section Council. During May-June 2010, he was a visiting professor at the Centre for 

Competition Policy at the University of East Anglia, Norwich, UK.  Professor Gavil has written, 

lectured, and commented extensively in the U.S. and abroad on various aspects of antitrust law, 

jurisdiction, and procedure. Particular areas of interest include the role of the U.S. Supreme 

Court in formulating antitrust rules, antitrust litigation, including multi-district litigation, 
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exclusionary conduct by dominant firms, indirect purchaser rights, expert economic testimony 

and economic evidence, and comparative and international perspectives on competition policy. 

With William E. Kovacic and Jonathan B. Baker, he is the author of ANTITRUST LAW IN 

PERSPECTIVE: CASES CONCEPTS AND PROBLEMS IN COMPETITION POLICY (2d ed. 2008). He is 

also currently at work with co-author Professor Harry First on MICROSOFT AND THE 

GLOBALIZATION OF ANTITRUST LAW: COMPETITION POLICY FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY, 

which will be published by MIT Press. Professor Gavil received his B.A. magna cum laude in 

1978 from Queens College of the City University of New York, and his J.D. in 1981 from 

Northwestern University School of Law, where he was a member of the Law Review. 

 

 

GONELL, FABIAN (Vice President and Division Counsel, Qualcomm) 

 

Fabian Gonell is Vice President and Division Counsel of Qualcomm's Technology Licensing 

division, where his responsibilities include managing the division's legal department and 

overseeing the company's compliance with the rules of standards organizations.  Prior to joining 

Qualcomm, Mr. Gonell was a litigator at Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP in New York, where he 

represented Qualcomm and other clients in patent and antitrust litigation.  He also served as an 

adjunct professor at the Fordham University School of Law, where he taught courses in 

interviewing, counseling and negotiation.  Mr. Gonell holds a BA in Economics from the City 

University of New York and a JD from the Fordham University School of Law, where he was 

Editor-in-Chief of the Fordham Law Review. 

 

 

HIRSHFELD, ANDREW (Deputy Commissioner for Patent Examination Policy, U.S. 

Patent & Trademark Office) 

 

As Deputy Commissioner for Patent Examination Policy, Andrew Hirshfeld serves as the 

authority on patent laws, rules, and examining practice and procedure, and provides 

administrative oversight and direction for the activities of the Office of Petitions, Office of 

Patent Legal Administration, Office of Patent Cooperation Treaty Legal Administration, and the 

Office of Patent Quality Assurance.  Further, Mr. Hirshfeld establishes patent examination and 

documentation policy standards for the Commissioner for Patents. Prior to serving as Deputy 

Commissioner for Patent Examination Policy, Mr. Hirshfeld was the Chief of Staff to the Under 

Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and Director of the USPTO. Mr. Hirshfeld 

began his career at the USPTO in 1994 as a Patent Examiner.  He became a Supervisory Patent 

Examiner in 2001, and was promoted to the Senior Executive Service in 2008 as a Group 

Director in Technology Center 2100, Computer Architecture and Software. Mr. Hirshfeld 

received a Bachelor of Science from the University of Vermont, and a J.D. from Western New 

England College School of Law. 
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JONES, DAVID (Assistant General Counsel for Intellectual Property Policy, Microsoft) 

 

David W. Jones is the Assistant General Counsel for intellectual property policy at Microsoft.  

Prior to joining Microsoft in 2007, Mr. Jones worked as a counsel to the U.S. Senate Judiciary 

Committee, where he was responsible for intellectual property and antitrust matters, serving in 

various positions including Chief Antitrust Counsel for the Judiciary Committee and Counsel to 

the Intellectual Property Subcommittee.  Mr. Jones received his legal education at the University 

of Virginia School of Law, and completed two appellate clerkships, one with Judge Will 

Garwood of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit and the other with Judge Sharon 

Prost of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.  Mr. Jones began his career in the 

Regulatory and Appellate Litigation practice group at Sidley & Austin in Washington DC, where 

he worked primarily on matters involving telecommunication and internet law. 

 

 

           MEGAN (Associate Professor of Law, Catholic University Law School) 

 

Megan M. La Belle is an associate professor of law at the Catholic University of America where 

she teaches and researches in the areas of intellectual property and procedure.  Before joining the 

faculty, Professor La Belle spent several years as a commercial litigator with the Los Angeles 

law firm of Munger, Tolles & Olson. Professor La Belle's practice focused on intellectual 

property and other complex civil litigation matters. Professor La Belle earned her B.A., summa 

cum laude, from the University of California, Los Angeles, and her J.D. from the University of 

California, Davis, School of Law.  While in law school, Professor La Belle served as the Senior 

Notes & Comments Editor for the U.C. Davis Law Review, received the American Jurisprudence 

Award in Civil Procedure, and was elected to the Order of the Coif. After law school, Professor 

La Belle served as a law clerk to the Honorable Stephen S. Trott on the United States Court of 

Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and to the Honorable Margaret M. Morrow on the United States 

District Court for the Central District of California.        

 

 

LEVINE, GAIL (Vice President Intellectual Property & Public Policy, Verizon 

Communications) 
 

Gail F. Levine is an Assistant General Counsel at Verizon Communications Inc., where she 

handles a wide array of high-tech, intellectual property, and competition policy strategy issues. 

Until last year, Ms. Levine was an attorney advisor to the Chairman of the Federal Trade 

Commission, Deborah Platt Majoras. She advised the Chairman on antitrust and intellectual 

property issues. Before joining the Chairman's office, Ms. Levine was the FTC's Deputy 

Assistant General Counsel. She was a significant contributor to the 2003 FTC report on 

intellectual property and innovation, and she co-authored many other FTC reports on antitrust 

and high-tech issues. Ms. Levine is also a vice chair of the Computer & Internet Committee of 

the ABA's Antitrust Section. Before joining the FTC, Ms. Levine was a trial lawyer in the Civil 

Division of the U.S. Department of Justice. Ms. Levine clerked for Judge Royce C. Lamberth of 

the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia and Judge Patrick E. Higginbotham of the 
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U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. She graduated magna cum laude from Harvard Law 

School, where she was an editor of the Harvard Law Review. 

 

 

LEVY, MATT (Patent Counsel, Computer & Communications Industry Association) 

 

Matt Levy is Patent Counsel at the Computer and Communications Industry Association, where 

he handles legal, policy advocacy, and regulatory matters related to patents and is lead blogger 

for CCIA’s Patent Progress.  Mr. Levy joined the CCIA in 2013 from the IP boutique Cloudigy 

Law, PLLC. He has also been an associate at Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett, & Dunner, 

LLP and at Hogan & Hartson LLP. He got first-hand experience in both patent prosecution and 

patent litigation, including defending clients against patent trolls. Mr. Levy graduated from the 

Georgetown University Law Center magna cum laude with the Order of the Coif, winning the 

ABA/BNA Award for Excellence in Intellectual Property. He received a Master’s in Computer 

Science from the University of Kentucky, where he won the Presidential Fellowship twice. His 

research at UK was in computational complexity theory and artificial intelligence. He received a 

Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science from the University of Southern Maine. Before law 

school, Mr. Levy was a software engineer at IBM in Lexington, KY, as part of the team that 

developed and maintained Lotus Sametime, IBM’s real-time messaging and conferencing 

product. He is co-inventor on U.S. Patent Application 10/745,091, which was recently allowed 

by the PTO. Mr. Levy is still a software developer in his spare time. He developed an app for the 

iPad, Federal Local Rules, which is available on the App Store. Mr. Levy has also been a 

professional blues guitarist, and he still plays in local blues jams most weeks. 

 

 

MEURER, MICHAEL (Professor and Abraham and Lillian Benton Scholar, Boston 

University School of Law) 

 

The son of an economics professor, Michael Meurer knew by the time he was 13 that he, too, 

wanted to teach at the university level. An S.B., J.D. and Ph.D. later, he became an economics 

professor at Duke University and later a law professor at the University of Buffalo. He came to 

Boston University School of Law in 1999, where he has taught courses in patents, intellectual 

property and public policy toward the high-tech industry. "It's a special privilege to be able to 

speak three times a week to an attentive and thoughtful audience," he says. Professor Meurer has 

received several grants and fellowships, including two grants from the Pew Charitable Trust, a 

Ford Foundation grant, an Olin Faculty Fellowship at Yale Law School and a postdoctoral 

fellowship at AT&T Bell Labs. He has served as an expert witness for the Federal Trade 

Commission on a merger case presenting issues related to patent licensing. He also has consulted 

with government officials from developing countries about antitrust law, and taught short 

courses in American intellectual property law at the law faculties of the University of Victoria 

and the National University of Singapore. "I'm excited by the prospect of having a positive 

influence on American technology law and policy," Professor Meurer says. Outside of work, he 

enjoys playing and watching basketball. 
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MICHEL, SUZANNE (Senior Patent Counsel, Google) 

  

Suzanne Michel is Senior Patent Counsel at Google where she focuses on patent policy from 

Google’s Washington, D.C. office.  Before joining Google in 2011, she was Deputy Director in 

the Office of Policy Planning at the Federal Trade Commission where she worked on patent 

policy and IP/antitrust issues.  At the FTC, she headed the project on the “Evolving IP 

Marketplace,” including the drafting of the Commission report, released in March 2011.  The 

FTC awarded her the Paul Rand Dixon award and the Excellence in Supervision award.  Before 

joining the FTC in 2000, Ms. Michel worked at the U.S. Department of Justice as a patent 

litigator.  Suzanne received her B.S. with honors from Northwestern University and her Ph.D. in 

Chemistry from Yale University.  She graduated from Boalt Hall School of Law at Berkeley, 

where she was a member of the Order of the Coif and received the prize for best paper published 

by a graduating student.  Following law school, she served as a law clerk to the Honorable Paul 

R. Michel (no relation) at the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.  She is a registered patent 

attorney. 

 

 

MOSSOFF, ADAM (Professor of Law, George Mason University School of Law, Co-

Director of Academic Programs and Senior Scholar, Center for the Protection of 

Intellectual Property) 

 

Adam Mossoff is Professor of Law and Co-Director of Academic Programs and a Senior Scholar 

in the Center for Protection of Intellectual Property at George Mason.  He teaches and writes in 

the areas of patent law, trade secrets, property law, and internet law. He has published 

extensively on the theory and history of how patents and other intellectual property rights are 

fundamental property rights, with his articles appearing in the University of Pennsylvania Law 

Review, Cornell Law Review, Boston University Law Review, and other journals. His article on 

the very first patent war, the Sewing Machine War of the 1850s, has become an important part of 

the public policy debates concerning today’s “smart phone war.” He has presented his research 

on patent litigation, patent licensing, and patent pools at many academic conferences, law firms 

and commercial firms, as well as spoken at conferences or colloquia held by the PTO, the FTC, 

the DOJ, and the Smithsonian Institution. Professor Mossoff is a member of the Public Policy 

Committee of the Licensing Executives Society, the Academic Advisory Board of the Copyright 

Alliance, and is Vice Chairman of the Intellectual Property Committee of the IEEE-USA. On 

behalf of these and other organizations, such as the Innovation Alliance, he has spoken at 

numerous congressional briefings on topics relating to patent and copyright law. Professor 

Mossoff graduated with honors from the University of Chicago Law School, where he was a 

research assistant to Richard A. Epstein and held the Bradley Governance Fellowship. Following 

law school, he was a John M. Olin Fellow in Law and Visiting Lecturer at Northwestern 

University School of Law, and he clerked for the Honorable Jacques L. Wiener, Jr. of the U.S. 

Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. He holds an M.A. in philosophy, specializing in legal and 

political philosophy, from Columbia University and a B.A. with High Distinction and High 

Honors in philosophy from the University of Michigan.  
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TUCKER, DARREN (Partner, Bingham McCutchen LLP) 

 

Darren Tucker focuses on antitrust and competition law. He represents clients before the Federal 

Trade Commission (FTC), the Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice, state attorneys 

general, the European Commission and other non-U.S. competition authorities. Mr. Tucker also 

advises clients on issues arising under the Sherman and Clayton Acts, including joint ventures, 

pricing and distribution, and information exchanges, and has litigated a variety of antitrust issues 

in state and federal court. Prior to joining Bingham, Mr. Tucker was an adviser to two FTC 

commissioners, which enables him to provide valuable insights to clients regarding regulatory 

enforcement issues.  Mr. Tucker has extensive experience with merger investigations both inside 

and outside the government, with a particular focus on the healthcare, technology, 

telecommunications, transportation and gaming sectors. He has helped obtain clearance for more 

than 100 mergers or acquisitions, with deal values ranging from $15 million to $15 billion. Mr. 

Tucker has played key roles in a number of prominent merger investigations, including two trials 

against the government (FTC v. Arch Coal and FTC v. CCC/Mitchell) and the settlement of a 

leading gun jumping case (U.S. v. Gemstar). 

 

 

WIDNELL, NICHOLAS (Deputy Assistant Director, Anticompetitive Practices Division, 

Federal Trade Commission) 

 

Nicholas A. Widnell is a Deputy Assistant Director of the Anticompetitive Practices Division of 

the Federal Trade Commission.  He manages antitrust investigations covering a wide variety of 

unilateral and coordinated conduct in diverse industries ranging from industrial inputs and 

services to consumer products.  Mr. Widnell recently managed the investigation of Motorola, 

Inc. and Google, in which Google agreed that it would not seek injunctions on standard essential 

patents without first agreeing to either a court or arbitration proceeding to determine a reasonable 

and nondiscriminatory license.  Prior to joining the Commission, Mr. Widnell worked in the 

antitrust group at Collier Shannon Scott and clerked for the Honorable E. Grady Jolly of the 

United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.    

 

 


