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Stephanie Bald specializes in trademark, false advertising, and unfair competition 

litigation, disputes, and strategic counseling. She has represented clients in federal courts 
across the country and before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office’s Trademark Trial and 

Appeal Board (TTAB). Experienced in all aspects of litigation, Stephanie has authored 
winning trial briefs and dispositive summary judgment motions. She has obtained and 
defeated requests for emergency relief, including motions for temporary restraining orders, 

preliminary injunctions, and ex parte requests for discovery. Stephanie has handled a 
number of TTAB cases through trial, and also has significant appellate experience, having 

litigated trademark and domain name appeals before the Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit and other courts of appeals. 
 

Within her counseling practice, Stephanie advises clients on domestic and global trademark 
enforcement strategies and renders opinions on trademark infringement and dilution; false 
advertising; and the selection, use, registration, and licensing of trademarks. Stephanie is 

the current chair of the American Intellectual Property Law Association’s (AIPLA) 
Trademark Litigation Committee and has written extensively on trademark issues, 

including as a contributing author to leading treatises on trademark remedies and TTAB 
practice and procedure. A strong believer that lawyers should serve not only their clients 
but also their communities, Stephanie has devoted hundreds of hours to pro bono work. 

Most recently, she obtained asylum for a prominent human rights activist and family, who 
fled their home country after several attempts were made on their lives. 
 

Stephanie previously practiced trademark and copyright law as an associate and then 
partner at Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner, LLP in Washington, D.C. 

 
 
Griffin Barnett is an Intellectual Property staff attorney in Mayer Brown’s Washington DC 

office. His practice focuses on matters involving intellectual property law and the Internet, 
including trademark counseling and enforcement, counseling and enforcement relating to 

Internet domain names, online intermediary liability and Internet governance, and social 
and mobile media, both domestically and internationally. Griffin is highly knowledgeable on 
the domain name industry, including management of global domain name portfolios and 

recovery of domain names from cybersquatters worldwide. He also routinely counsels 
clients on new generic Top-Level Domain (gTLD) management strategies, as well as Internet 
governance matters impacting intellectual property. His practice frequently involves new 

developments in the Internet ecosystem and within the Internet Corporation for Assigned 
Names and Numbers (ICANN). 

 
Griffin also has experience with trademark selection, clearance, prosecution, registration 
and enforcement, as well as with handling trademark administrative proceedings and 

federal court litigation involving trademark infringement, dilution, unfair competition and 
cybersquatting. Prior to joining Mayer Brown, Griffin worked in the intellectual property 



and Internet group of another large law firm, and prior to that, the intellectual property and 
Internet group of a small boutique firm. 

 
 

Gerald Battist is a 1966 graduate of the Washington College of Law. He was a founding 
member of the Patent Law Association at WCL. He is currently of-counsel at Parkhurst 
and Wendel, LLP, specializing in intellectual property law including patent litigation. 

Previously, Mr. Battist was in house counsel at Eastman Kodak, focusing on patent 
procurement and patent litigation matters, and as Director of Licensing and Technology 
Development, including technology licensing, patent enforcement, mergers and 

acquisitions, developing business ventures, and management of patent and technology 
portfolios. After early retirement from Eastman Kodak, he became Executive Vice 

President, General Counsel, Secretary and a member of the Board of Directors for Fuisz 
Technologies. 
 

 
Sara R. Bennett is an Attorney Advisor for the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration's Office of Chief Counsel. Ms. Bennett works in the Vehicle Safety 
Standards and Harmonization Division where she drafts and coordinates the review and 
issuance of rules, regulations, standards, and guidance issued by NHTSA. She also 

provides legal services to program offices and technical personnel and responds to requests 
from outside parties, including State officials and members of Congress. Most of her 
projects involve the data privacy, data security, and spectrum policy challenges associated 

with emerging vehicle technologies. 
 

She received her J.D. from American University Washington College of Law, where she was 
Program Coordinator of PIJIP, President of the Intellectual Property Law Society, Senior 
Trademark Editor of the Intellectual Property Brief, and Vice President of the 

Communications and Media Law Society. During law school, she worked on intellectual 
property issues at the United States Patent and Trademark Office, privacy issues at the 
Electronic Privacy Information Center, and surveillance issues at ZwillGen PLLC.  

 
 

Sofia Castillo is a Staff Attorney with the Association of American Publishers. Prior to 
working for the publishing industry, Sofia was a Legal Fellow with the Copyright Alliance, a 
Law Clerk at the U.S. Copyright Office and a legal intern at the International Intellectual 

Property Institute. Sofia completed her B.A. in Anthropology and International Development 
at Trent University, Ontario, Canada., and her M.A. in Latin American Studies from 

Stanford University. After working for three years at the Center for Justice and 
International Law, a DC-based human rights NGO, Sofia pursued her J.D. from American 
University, Washington College of Law. Sofia is licensed to practice law in the state of New 

York. 
 
 

Keth Ditthavong concentrates his practice in patent preparation and prosecution as well 
as patent counseling. He has drafted hundreds of patent applications for domestic and 

foreign companies. Mr. Ditthavong has spoken on numerous panels on patent law and 
practice. He was formerly with the firms of Oblon, Spivak, McClelland, Maier & Neustadt, 
P.C., and McDermott, Will & Emery. Mr. Ditthavong worked as a Senior Systems Engineer 

in the area of voice and data communications with the Bell Atlantic Corporation (now 
Verizon), and as a Senior Member of Technical Staff with the MITRE Corporation. 



 
TECHNICAL EXPERTISE: Photonic and optical systems, Cellular communication systems, 

Satellite systems, Computer telephony integration, Data processing and database systems, 
Data communication devices, Semiconductor processing, Coding and compression, 

Antenna design, Internet business methods 
 
He is admitted to the Virginia State Bar, U.S. Court of Appeals (4th Circuit), and is 

registered to practice before the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office. He is a member of the 
American Intellectual Property Law Association, the Asian Pacific American Bar Association 
(Board of Directors), and ETA KAPPA NU (Electrical Engineering Honor Society). 

Mr. Ditthavong's publications include: "Patent Protection Provides Long-term Net Strategy," 
National Law Journal, Vol. 22, No. 8, Oct. 1999; and "Paving the Way for Women on the 

Information Superhighway," American University Journal of Gender & the Law, Vol. 4, 
1996. He was a lecturer at the Japan Intellectual Property Law Association (JIPA) 
Washington seminars (2005). 

 
 

Diane Ghrist graduated Bryn Mawr with a degree in Mathematics and English Language 
and Literature, and during law school clerked at Federal Trade Commission. Was Patent 
research Dean's Fellow to Professor J. Jonas Anderson. Worked as an Associate in patent 

litigation at Sterne Kessler Goldstein & Fox before starting a judicial clerkship to the 
Honorable Mary Ellen Coster Williams at the U.S. Court of Federal Claims. Currently 
handles the court's entire patent docket. 

 
 

John Heinbockel lived and worked in Shanghai, China for four years after graduating from 
college. In Shanghai, he played in a rock band that toured throughout China and Mongolia, 
and co-founded an independent music and design label, Twin Horizon. In 2012, he 

returned the United States to attend law school and now works as a trademark attorney in 
the DC metropolitan area. 
 

 
Liz Jackson is currently a Trademark Examining Attorney at the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office.  Prior to working at the USPTO, she worked on copyright and fair use 
issues at the Dance Heritage Coalition.  She is from Fort Myers, Florida and attended 
Vanderbilt University for her B.A. and Florida State University for her M.A. in Literature.  

She graduated from WCL in 2012, and while in law school, she was a member of the IP 
Clinic and the Administrative Law Review.  During law school, she worked at the Alliance of 

Artists and Recording Companies, the U.S. Attorney's Office, and the General Counsel's 
Office of Hard Rock International. 
 

 
Joe Johns was named CNN senior Washington correspondent in January 2014, previously 
he served as the network's senior correspondent covering the Supreme Court and criminal 

justice. Known nationally for his crime and law enforcement reporting, Johns previously 
served as senior correspondent covering current and political events across the network's 

programming. He has also contributed to the network's America's Choice 2012 election 
coverage. Johns joined CNN as a congressional correspondent in January 2004. He is 
based in the network's Washington, D.C. bureau. 

 
 



James Miller, Senior Attorney Advisor, Federal Communications Commission Office of 
Engineering and Technology James Miller is a Senior Attorney Advisor in the Office of 

Engineering and Technology at the Federal Communications Commission and former 
Associate CIO for data, mobility and web technology strategy, Adjunct Professor of Law at 

the American University, Washington College of Law, an Affiliated Research Fellow of the 
Columbia Institute for Tele-Information at the Columbia Business School and 2004-2006 
Mansfield Fellow. Mr. Miller focuses on regulatory and policy matters related to mobility, 

spectrum and Internet technology. His recent work has included contributions to the 
National Broadband Plan and Open Internet Proceedings. As deputy and contract officer’s 
representative of the program, his work since 2010 has focused on the Measuring 

Broadband America Program and the first ongoing nationwide study of consumer fixed and 
mobile broadband performance based in principles of openness and transparency. As 

Adjunct Professor of Law at the American University, Washington College of Law he teaches 
U.S.-Japan Comparative Law and develops programs focused on East-Asia and technology. 
He is a cum laude graduate of the Washington College of Law, American University, and 

holds a bachelor’s degree in Economics and East-Asian studies (honors) from the University 
of Kansas. He is a Japanese bilingual and frequently speaks and publishes in Japanese for 

business, legal, and technical audiences in Japan. 
 
 

Hannah Pagán is a 2014 graduate of WCL, where she was part of the Intellectual Property 
Clinic, co-founded the Student Animal Legal Defense Fund WCL chapter, and served as 
technical director of the Law Revue. (Spirit fingers!)  

Currently she is the Corporate Counsel for Obsidian Analysis, a government consulting 
firm in downtown Washington, D.C. At law school, when she was not doing work for the 

IPC, SALDF, or theatre, Hannah worked at The Humane Society of the United States in the 
Regulatory Affairs department, for a Magistrate Judge at the D.C. Superior Court, and 
followed that with a stint at NASCAR in their corporate legal department.  

Hannah earned her Bachelor's degree from The College of New Jersey in Communication 
Studies and is a member of the Maryland Bar. 
 

 
Dr. Trey Powers is an associate in the Litigation Group.  He is responsible for a variety of 

matters including district court litigation, inter partes review proceedings, intellectual 
property strategy, evaluating patent portfolios, drafting patent applications and prosecuting 
interferences. He also manages the preparation of invalidity, non-infringement, and 

freedom-to-operate opinions. Dr. Powers has significant technical experience in the fields of 
aging, surgery, stem cell biology, microbiology, metabolic engineering, synthetic biology and 

biotechnology. 
 
Dr. Powers earned his B.A. in biology from the University of Virginia. Then he received his 

Ph.D. in molecular biology from the University of Washington and the Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Center. There, he developed high-throughput assays for measuring the 
life span of eukaryotic cells. Screens carried out using these methods led Dr. Powers and 

his colleagues to discover that reduction in TOR pathway signaling is one mechanism by 
which caloric restriction extends life span. These findings were published in the journals 

Science and Genes and Development and led to a patent application that is currently 
pending. Ongoing work in several labs has confirmed that the methods identified by Dr. 
Powers extend life span in mammals. 

 



Dr. Powers has served as counsel on a number of inter partes review proceedings and 
interferences before the PTO. He is also actively engaged in the firm’s pro bono access to 

medicines program. Dr. Powers works with pro bono clients to bring patent challenges in 
developing countries to eliminate patents that are blocking access to essential medicines.  

 
Admissions: United States Patent and Trademark Office, United States Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit, California, District of Columbia 

 
Publications:  
- Post-Grant Proceedings: The Top Seven Things You Should Know About the Proposed 

Rule Changes, 2015-08-25 
- Sterne Kessler Secures Favorable Ruling for Pacific Biosciences in Patent Interference 

Case, 2011-01-31 
- DeVit, M and Powers, R.W. New genetic strategies for protein discovery based on whole 
genome sequences. Drug Discovery Today (2003) 

- Kaeberlein, M., Powers, R. W., Steffen, K. K., Westman, E. A., Hu, D., Dang, N., Kerr, E. 
O., Kirkland, K. T., Fields, S., and Kennedy, B. K. Regulation of yeast replicative life span 

by Tor and Sch9 in response to nutrients. Science(2005) 310, 1193-1196. 
- Powers, R. W., Kaeberlein, M., Caldwell, S. D., Kennedy, B. K., Fields, S. Extension of 
yeast chronological life span by reduced Tor activity. Genes Dev. (2006) 20, 174-84. 

Powers, R.W., Harrison, D.E., Flurkey, K. Pituitary removal in adult mice increases life 
span. Mech Ageing and Dev. (2006) 127, 658-659 
- Preston W. Estep III, Matt Kaeberlein, Pankaj Kapahi, Brian K. Kennedy, Gordon J. 

Lithgow, George M. Martin, Simon Melov, R. Wilson Powers III and Heidi A. Tissenbaum, 
Life-Extension Pseudoscience and the SENS Plan. 

- MIT Technology Review,(2006) 109, 80-84. Kaeberlein M. and Powers R.W. Sir2 and 
calorie restriction in yeast: a skeptical perspective. Ageing Res Rev. (2007) 6, 128-140 
 

 
Sturgis Sobin is a partner in the firm’s Washington office.  He has represented clients in 
more than 45 intellectual property cases, including 17 trials, before the U.S. International 

Trade Commission under Section 337, as well as in related U.S. District Court 
litigation. This fast-paced litigation has involved patent, trademark, copyrights and trade 

secret issues, and has often required the development and implementation of complex 
worldwide litigation and licensing strategies.  Mr. Sobin has served as lead trial counsel in 
multiple large and complex trials covering a range of technologies and commercially 

valuable IP rights. 
 

In addition to extensive practice of international trade and IP litigation, Mr. Sobin has 
represented clients involved in large-scale, high technology antitrust and unfair competition 
cases and complex economic damages. Mr. Sobin has represented and counseled clients in 

all of the major areas of the international trade regulation field, including Section 337, 
antidumping, countervailing duty, Section 301, Section 201 and WTO proceedings. His 
section 337 practice has been noted in such publications as The Wall Street Journal, The 
American Lawyer, The Recorder, and Legal Times. He has been invited to speak on Section 
337 and international IP enforcement issues before professional and business groups, 

including the California, District of Columbia, Federal Circuit, and America Bar 
Associations. 

 
 



Michael D. Stein received a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1987, and a Juris Doctor degree from the American 

University in 1992. Mr. Stein is admitted to the Bars of the District of Columbia and 
Maryland and to practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Mr. Stein worked as 

a systems analyst on missile guidance systems for two years upon receiving his electrical 
engineering degree. While earning his law degree, Mr. Stein performed patent searches in 
the Patent and Trademark Office, prepared patentability reports, prosecuted trademark 

applications and was involved in computer hardware and software licensing issues. 
 
Mr. Stein has been actively involved in the preparation and prosecution of U.S. patent 

applications in many different areas of technology with particular emphasis upon consumer 
electronics (particularly optical storage media, televisions, audio devices, flat panel 

displays), computer hardware and software, printers, networking, telecommunications, 
semiconductors, and robotics. In addition, Mr. Stein has been actively involved in the 
preparation of validity and infringement opinions, reexamination and reissue proceedings, 

trademark oppositions, and preparation and prosecution of U.S. trademark applications, as 
well as counseling clients extensively in regard to other intellectual property matters. Mr. 

Stein has also been involved in Internet trademark disputes. 
 
Mr. Stein has presented a number of seminars to large multi-national corporations and to 

law firms in Asia on relevant patent, trademark and copyright issues. He has also organized 
short and long term training programs held in Washington DC for clients and members of 
the patent community, and provided counseling on matters relating to intellectual property 

(IP) portfolio development and the organization of in-house corporate structures. 
 

Prior to Stein IP LLC, Mr. Stein was a co-founding partner of Stein McEwen LLP. Mr. Stein 
is a member of the American Intellectual Property Law Association, the American Bar 
Association, and the Licensing Executives Society. He has also participated in seminars 

and activities of the Asia Pacific Lawyers Association and the Asian Patent Attorneys 
Association. He is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell 
 

 
Ali Sternburg is Public Policy & Regulatory Counsel at the Computer & Communications 

Industry Association (CCIA), where she focuses on online copyright issues and other areas 
of intellectual property policy. She is also one of the main contributors to CCIA’s 
innovation-centered online initiative, the Disruptive Competition Project (DisCo). She 

received her J.D. in 2012 from American University Washington College of Law, where she 
was a Student Attorney in the Glushko-Samuelson Intellectual Property Law Clinic, 

President of the Intellectual Property Law Society, Senior Symposium Chair and Senior 
Marketing Manager for the Intellectual Property Brief, and a Dean’s Fellow at the Program 
on Information Justice and Intellectual Property. 

 
She graduated from Harvard College in 2009 where she studied Government and Music, 
wrote her senior honors thesis on “Theoretical and Legal Views on U.S. Government 

Involvement in Musical Creativity Online,” and interned at the Berkman Center for Internet 
& Society at Harvard Law School. 

 
 
Camille Stewart accepted a Presidential Appointment to the Department of Homeland 

Security. She will be working on cyber security policy for the Administration. She is 
transitioning from a position as Senior Manager of Legal Affairs at Cyveillance, Inc. Camille 



is also the principal blogger at TheDigitialCounselor.com and a principal at her own legal 
consultancy, Marque Law. Camille has developed an expertise in Internet law and strategy 

taking special interest in emerging legal and communications issues associated with social 
media, privacy and new gTLDs. Camille’s practice also focuses on Intellectual Property Law, 

Social Media, Cyber Security and Crisis Management. Camille is dedicated to empowering 
small businesses with knowledge and access to information that will allow their businesses 
to thrive. Her blog, workshops, and consulting services allow her to get this information to 

entrepreneurs and individuals. 
 
 

Timothy Trainer’s IP experience began at the US Customs Service (’88-’93) as one of the 
three original members of the IPR Branch. He has also worked in the USPTO’s Office of 

Legislative and International Affairs (’96-’99). In the private sector, he was an associate at a 
DC firm (’93-’96) and president of the International AntiCounterfeiting Coalition (IACC) (’99-
’05). He has testified before several congressional committees, co-chaired the UN Economic 

Commission for Europe’s IP Group and participated as a member of Interpol’s IP Crime 
Action Group. For several years, he was an adjunct at American University’s Washington 

College of Law (’05-’12) and serves currently on John Marshall Law Schools IP Advisory 
Committee. For the past ten years he has coauthored “Customs Enforcement of Intellectual 
Property Rights” and in May the book “Potato Chips to Computer Chips: The War on Fake 

Stuff (Shortchanging IPR’s Benefits to Economic Growth and Development?)” was 
published. Thomson Reuters published both titles. 
 

 
Michael Vasquez is an Attorney-Advisor in the Office of the Chief Counsel at the National 

Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA).  NTIA works to expand 
broadband Internet access and adoption across the United States, expand the use of 
spectrum by all users, and ensure that the Internet remains an engine for continued 

innovation and economic growth.  At NTIA, Michael focuses on issues including public 
safety communications, the Digital Millennium Copyright Act, the Internet Domain Name 
System, and NTIA’s grant programs. 

 
Michael graduated from WCL in 2012, where he was an Articles Editor on the 

Administrative Law Review and a student attorney in the Intellectual Property Clinic.  He 
also worked at NTIA, the Federal Communications Commission, the Walt Disney Company, 
and the American Bar Association's Governmental Affairs Office.  He received his B.S. in 

Foreign Service from Georgetown University in 2007. 
 

 
Asha E. Velay is a legal researcher with the firm Rahman LLC. She earned a Bachelor’s of 
Arts Degree from Georgetown University. She earned a Juris Doctor degree from American 

University Washington College of Law with a focus on Copyright and Trademark law. While 
attending American University, Ms. Velay served on the executive board of her law school’s 
intellectual property publication, The IP Brief, where she wrote articles on relevant 

intellectual property issues in the news. Ms. Velay was also Vice President of the Sports 
and Entertainment Law Society as well as the Communications & media Law Society. 

Additionally, Ms. Velay worked as a Dean’s Fellow for The Program on Information Justice 
and Intellectual Property (PIJIP), the nationally recognized intellectual property and 
information law research and academic program of American University Washington 

College of Law. She was also a participant in the Community and Economic Development 



Legal Clinic, where she advocated for small businesses in the Washington metropolitan 
area.  

 
After law school, Ms. Velay worked in-house for an international food export company. In 

addition to playing a role in business development, she research food industry regulatory 
compliance laws for the company’s corresponding African, South American, Middle 
Eastern, and European markets and oversaw the company’s trademark portfolio. Ms. Velay 

has an extensive marketing and public relations background. Prior to entering the legal 
field, Ms. Velay worked as a music publicist for a boutique artist management agency 
based out of New York City.  

 
 

Jarrad Wood is a Law Clerk at Unified Patents. During law school he focused on 
intellectual property and litigation. He writes and speaks about post-grant review under the 
Leahy-Smith America Invents Act and the consequences of the Supreme Court's Alice Corp. 

v. CLS Bank Decision. Prior to law school Jarrad studied biology at Williams College, and 
served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in West Africa. 

 
 
Linda Zirkelbach has extensive private practice and in-house corporate experience 

representing clients in a range of intellectual property (IP) matters. Ms. Zirkelbach regularly 
counsels clients on complex copyright and trademark issues; litigates in the areas of 
copyright, trademark, false advertising and domain names; negotiates and drafts copyright 

and trademark license agreements, publishing agreements, and other IP agreements; 
searches and registers trademarks; and reviews and clears publications and other 

productions prior to launch. Ms. Zirkelbach has significant in-house counsel experience 
and, having been a client herself, prides herself on being strategic, practical and clear in 
her advice. Ms. Zirkelbach has represented clients before federal courts across the country, 

the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board (TTAB) and 
the U.S. Copyright Office. She has particularly deep experience in digital or on-line 
infringement and anti-piracy (with significant experience in complex DMCA issues) as well 

as in anti-counterfeiting.  
 

Ms. Zirkelbach began her career at Venable handling intellectual property litigation and 
trademark counseling and registration matters. She then worked as Vice President, Legal 
Affairs, for the Recording Industry Association of America where she was actively involved 

in high-profile copyright litigation for the major U.S. record companies. She later became 
Vice President and General Counsel of a leading publishing and media company in its field 

and handled not only all intellectual property issues but also a broad spectrum of corporate 
and commercial matters. Ms. Zirkelbach has represented clients in a range of industries, 
that include music, entertainment, software, book and magazine publishing, digital media, 

retail, alcoholic beverage, trade associations and nonprofits, university/higher education, 
consumer goods, and natural products.  
 

Significant Matters: Managed high-profile copyright litigation on behalf of the leading U.S. 
record companies, resulting in numerous precedent setting court decisions; Member of 

legal team responsible for movie and record industry’s 9-0 victory before the U.S. Supreme 
Court in MGM Studios V. Grokster; Represented well-known magazine/media company in 
copyright infringement litigation against web host involving Section 512 of the Digital 

Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) and safe harbor issues; Managed trademark enforcement 
efforts of a well-known charitable organization; Negotiated complex development and 



licensing agreement on behalf of client opposite organization behind major, internationally 
known, television show and media/merchandising company; Successfully defended $36 

million dollar false advertising litigation by prevailing at jury trial in federal court and 
arguing before the court as a young associate.  


