
Professor Jean-Baptiste Velut 

Jean-Baptiste Velut is year Associate Professor in American Studies at new Sorbonne University of 
Paris. His research focuses on state-market relations, trade policy and globalization debates in the 
United States. His recent publications include The Crisis and Renewal of American Capitalism, co-edited 
with L. plush-Beaumont & J.H. Coste (Routledge, 2016) and "What Role for Civil Society in Cross-Regional 
Mega-Deals?" published in Papers in Political Economy in 2016. J.B. Velut is also year external consultant 
on trade agreements for the European Commission's Directorate General for Trade. He is currently 
editing a book entitled Understanding Mega Trade Deals: The Political and Economic Governance of New 
Cross-Regionalism to be published by Routledge in 2017. 
 
James Love 

‘James Love is the Director of Knowledge Ecology International. In 2006, KEI received a McArthur Award 

for Creative and Effective Institutions for his work on intellectual property rights. In 2013, J. Love 

received the EFF Pioneer Award, for his work on a UN treaty on copyright exceptions for persons who 

are blind or have other disabilities. In 2015, he received, with his wife Manon Ress, the Joe A. Callaway 

Award for Civic Courage. Jamie Love has been an expert in several compulsory licensing cases, and is an 

advocate of delinking R&D costs from drug prices. 

Simon Lester 

Simon Lester is a trade policy analyst with Cato’s Herbert A. Stiefel Center for Trade Policy Studies. His 

research focuses on WTO disputes, regional trade agreements, disguised protectionism and the history 

of international trade law. 

Before joining the Cato Institute, he worked for the trade law practice of a Washington, D.C., law firm, 
and also as a legal affairs officer at the Appellate Body Secretariat of the World Trade Organization. In 
2001 he founded the international trade law website WorldTradeLaw.net. He has written a number of 
law journal articles, which have appeared in such publications as the Stanford Journal of International 
Law, the George Washington International Law Review and the Journal of World Trade. In addition, he 
has taught courses on international trade law at American University’s Washington College of Law and 
the University of Michigan Law School. He has a JD from Harvard Law School. 
 
Prof. Susan Ariel Aaronson 

Susan Ariel Aaronson is Research Professor of International Affairs and GWU Cross-Disciplinary Fellow at 

the George Washington University's Elliott School of International Affairs. She is currently the Carvalho 

Fellow at the Government Accountability Project and was the former Minerva Chair at the National War 

College. Aaronson’s research examines the relationship between economic change and human rights. 

She is currently directing projects on digital trade and protectionism, repression and civil conflict; 

transparency as a tool to promote labor rights and good governance;  trade liberalization and public 

health; and whistleblowers at international organizations such as the UN and WIPO. Her work has been 

funded by major international foundations including MacArthur, Ford, and Rockefeller; governments 

such as the Netherlands, U.S., and Canada; the UN, ILO, and World Bank, and U.S. corporations including 

Ford Motor and Levi Strauss. Dr. Aaronson is a frequent speaker on public understanding of 

globalization issues and international economic developments. She regularly comments on international 

economics on "Marketplace" and was a monthly commentator on "All Things Considered,” and 

"Morning Edition." She has also appeared on CNN, the BBC, and PBS to discuss trade and globalization 
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issues. Aaronson was a Guest Scholar in Economics at the Brookings Institution (1995–1999); and a 

Research Fellow at the World Trade Institute 2008-2012. 

Jonathan Band 

Jonathan Band helps shape the laws governing intellectual property and the Internet through a 

combination of legislative and appellate advocacy.  He has represented clients with respect to the 

drafting of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA), the PRO-IP Act, the Stop Online Piracy Act 

(SOPA), and other federal and state statutes relating to intellectual property and the Internet.  He 

complements this legislative advocacy by filing amicus briefs in significant cases related to these 

provisions. 

Mr. Band has also represented clients in connection to the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement, the 

Trans Pacific Partnership Agreement, the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership, and other 

international agreements. 

Matthew Schruers 

Matthew Schruers is Vice President for Law & Policy at the Computer & Communications Industry 

Association (CCIA), where he represents and advises the association on domestic and international 

policy issues including intellectual property, competition, and trade.  He is also an adjunct professor at 

the Georgetown University Law Center and the Georgetown Graduate School Program on 

Communication, Culture, and Technology (CCT), where he teaches courses on intellectual property. 


